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io*. Steven Duke 
Yale Law School 
Drawer 401 a, Yale Station 
Lew ILiven, Coim* 06520 

Dear iir. Duke, 

As froia your own experienoe I think you can undurstand, what I liave been riMng so 
long has been so ii^povorishing I can't even afford to give a book 1 have to buy away, bo. 
I'll be glad to lend you a copy of yiliu4*-UP, four inability to obtain a book that is 
listed in all standard dlrectorLee is not unoorion. I am perhaps the only person I know 
who does not really believe my publisher was "reached". I haven t been ablo to collect 
part of the "advance", ho cmi itted fraud with alleged "author's alterations" and did 
other dishonest things, but I have had euffioient experience with publiahers anu the crooked 
business not to usume Incompetence and dishonesty mean government pressure, ^n the other 
aide,' Indloations it exists be^ with his refusal to engage in a single promotion and to 
do hia beat to discourage those friends and I arranged. So, if by th« time you get tills 
you have not oecn able to got the book, if you will merely aak your secretary to me an 
aduressed label, no latter being neoeasaiy, I will send the book to your home or office, 
whichever you prefer, fou can then return it at your convenience. Supposedly Dutton is 
distributing it. I'he price is SI 0.00. 

^ckel is only one of those 1 had in mind. There was a liberal, knao-Jerk reaction, 
appaiNJitly motivated by an appreciation of Warren and the strange concept that dei'anding him 
meant ha could do no wrong. 1 fear the hletorioal and wilx be for him to be blamed for more 
than nia share of wiiatever "olame ultimately will be assessed. 

I have asked an associate who has copying facilities to send you a copy of all the 
available pleadings, etc., in this case. 1 do not know if they will interest you, but you 
will have them if you are interested or later develop an interest. To a layman the record 
is an incredible one. The hearing in Judge Williams' court, of which 1 have also asked that 
the transcript be sent you, was so unreal I couldn't believe it when I was there and saw and 
heard it. de held there was, in effect, no undue duress because iiay had not been in 

chalna and than burled in a sweat box. That he was under 24-hour artidioial light for eiiAt 
months, during which he never knew whether it was day or night, under constant oloaed-circuit 
TV observation with added listening by microphones (two TVs, two tape recorders), in all 
that time couldn't vpld hia bladder in private, and when he was visited by hia lawyer had 
to lie on the floor so they could converse without ap_d^hension about lip-roadlng if the 
recorders were off, and tliat hia lawyer haA to show his notes to two guards, among other 
things, were held not to impair his oapaolty to assist in hia own defense, not to deny him 
effective counsel or privacy in conaultatton with counsel anu, of course, no duress. The 
strange thing is that there is precedent. The man who was judge had been prosecutor. As 
prosecutor he had held a prison under li^ta not for elfdit months but for 36 hours, during 
which time he re^ from the bible, resulting, asin the Kay case, in a plea. That case was 
r«srsed by the ouprena Court, But as judge he hold ouch eight months no violation and then 
Williams agreed. It seems to mean nothing that every judge who has ruled on any point in 
the Kay case has been reversed on Identical points in previous cases. 
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I have no knowled^ of the Cotronl orgianization, Ky first recollection of hearing the 
name of of seeing it is in the papers you sent me. There are so many parallels in the framing 
of i'liller and Aay that it shook me up a bit when I read the Yoz^ Times story. Foreman's 
incredible performance in both casesf as you know, wa?; striking to me. I was looking for 
your case because of a pre-existing suspicion and the conspicuous ellipsis in referring to 
that case in iJorman's biography of Foreman. I wiidi it were possible for mu to get there to 
go into somu aspects witn you and to examine any records I may properly see and to see if 
the former prosecutor can talk to me. l*iay I note, parenthetically, that he resigned from 
the kuby defense when he could not control it, something that need not, 1 know, be regarded 
as conspi rate rial, but when I find a case similar to yours but noc nearly as clear in 
hicago, my interest is not diminished. And for a prenthesis within a prrenthesis, it uay 
interest you to know that tracing that back one finds an earlier murder case in which there 
was a Jewel robbery in which a ring wound up in thu possession of a ni an identically named 
.ith the man in charge of the ilack ^anther murders in Chicago. So, it gets more fascinating, 
not less, with each tidbit, whether or not some utlimatoly turn out to be irrelevant. 

But to rotum to the Cotronis, when I was in hew Orleans beibre Thanksgiving I spoke to 
a number of people who should know and who 1 believe spoke honestly when they said anything. 
These ranged from one of G€lt1o 8 iiarcelloa lawyers to the local narcs and included street 
people, well-informed lawyers, the prosecutor of local narcotics cases, etc. are agreed 
that Harcello has never had anything to do with the hard stuff. I am pretty curtain I 
remember reading of an internal fight on tiiat long ago. It ended in his refusal to have 
anything to do with horse, lieanwhile, everytiiing in which Hay was engaged points to h'ew 
Orleans and begins with the aaaugt JULng into this country of packets of pure heroin, of which 
1 have from him pretty complete details. They are on tape anu so complete that there may 
be a fair inl'erence that someone in the border patrol was in on it. From Canada and ap:;arently 
going to Hew Orleans? When hew Orleans itself is so wide-open a port there are others 
necirby? Now to complicate what liad seemed simpler, as of my recent trip there, local authori- 
tieS' had reason to believe that pure hei*odLn was going to tiiat area from Canada. Of course, 
aside from helping in Hay's defense, which in my concept includes helping keep h-im olive as 
well as makin g the law and society work, I would lik. to help authorities there. I had known 
the prosecutor personally before thiu trip from having been to Uarrison's office on other 
wozk. He introduced me to the right man in the narcotics squad^ whose dedication impresses me. 

From the foregoing, perhaps you can better understand my intense interest in getting 
eveyytliing I can tliat in any way relates or can relate to the ^‘^iller case. There are too 
many circumstances reproduced identically. Above all, pictures of all knoun to have been 
or even suspected of having been involved. I would show them to iiay end the New Orleans 
police. iU. 80 , have as one of my sourcos a person who had been a narcotics informant for 
the police and who, v/itlx>ut question, had connections '.Tith those handling heroin there as 
recently as after the **iller case and after Hay's smuggling of it. 

Those leads I had when I was in New Orleans I ;^.ave to the police before checking them 
out. Those were all ad..ruoses. They saw no pattern and made no investigation. I made an 
investigation from which chare emerged a clear pattern. ^ have pictures of all the adaresses, 
with duplicates safely out of my possession. And I expect new leads soon. When that time 
comes I will have to find the means of seeing Hay aga4Ai. It is extremely difficult for me 
to get tiiere. Beeing him wh<-never I want is no problem, i^ioney is. We are all volunteers 
and I have no dLneome and my indebtedness is about $35»000. So, if Tdlier can see his way 
clear to release anything that oan in any way even only hold the possibility of being 
helpful, I'd certainly ap.^reciate it I could have it before seeing Hay again anc before 
going to New Orleans again. 

If I didn't mention it to you, the i>arch Karth had much on heroin ana the CIA. If 
your libx*ary doesn't have it, I will arrange for a copy to be xeroxed for you. Thoro is 
slight mention of the Cotroni family in it. 

The Shaw story in Esquire is notoriously and deliberately inaocurate. For example, 
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wha-t has to be regarded as the deliberate and prejudicial lie, tiiat J.B.Stoner, a racist 

® ^ represent -'ey in eoue inconpetently-hanoled 

civil suite, not only did Shaw have to know better, but Soquire cortalnly^d. ..y book, 
whi^ not o^y says who reprosonted itay but how I armagea for it without having ever mot 
or ^d direct contact with hay, was given to nsquire as proofs in an offer for 
oondeuMt^ anu after printing, for review, no you think Shaw ooulu have laet 
journalistic standards vathout reading tiie one book on thn other side? Susceptible of 
aimlar prejudicial interpretation is the selective quotation to make ti seem tliat itay is 
to sing anu if not to the liigheet bidder, then for free, in court. Nothing coula be 
farth^ from t.^ truth. I ask, of couru^, that you preserve in confidence everything I tell 
you of ay relaUonship with itay anu what it has yielded. * have n..ver aaae an^ublio use 
or it and liave reiused to do so wh^n he askeu me to to sell my book, fho truth is that he 
^ regi^ly refused written offers of as much as S5.0CX) per hour from writers who even 
MSUM ^ taoy Will iwt mention the as3asninati.,n. x b ,lievo t:iere was one of *5,000 for 
15 ^tes from hhC. inere are others. gets them to put it in writing and then rejects 
tixeau e giv^ oe copies. I havu trionu 3ut if you asaucie for a moiLont tiiat he did not 
cem^t ;ha crinu but liau another ciimiiiul association with tlioao who likely did, do you 
re^ze what this alone can do to his chances of survival? I coul. go further in his 
ref^a but I think these alone make tlw. point. I took to him an of. iSal ^ro^^ 
uiat would have given him the widest pos.ible at^.ntlon and he turned it down. X dluix't 
^would ^ as i hau told those wlio guv*, nu th.. offer to take to him - 



Coin^^g with the Ssquire story -and perhaps only coincidence - are these things; 
tne long^elayed adverse decision in state court, tbi adverse -uprene Court uecision in the 

^ second attempt to break jail. James dermies this to me. 

He ^ye a letter donyi^- it to Ids brother Jerry to take to a reporter in knoxville. r’or 
that Jerry wa. barred from the jail for six months. Vhua James for thi.. time is cut off 
ilT; r cun go to see him at anj' doe ana tire one member of his family 

who can sM him at all. kiiow of nothing in tlra letter tiran coulu have justified the 
refusal of °e^rs to pass it. t wa.. almost im ediately followed by the end of censorship, 
it warden knew Jerry wan taking tldngs out for James, sanctioned 

, and told to use this c.eans where James wanted me to know what he did not want 
censored. In fact, the larot time I was there ho gave Jerry and entire file of such stuff 
for me quite o^y, Jerry held it while we talked with the warden, anu we retureed it 
jMt as openly the next day, when we returned to the ^ail. It took more than two weeks 
after the letter was published before Jariy was banned. Also coinciding is the up .earanco 
of anther sycophantic work, this one with much commercial steam behind it. Tha/nows 
attention was on editorial desks at just the time proofs of OexAid i'aank'a book was out 
tZ eights if ,.ot already contracted. Thus, whether or^St Sue^ 

of escape ai-.enpt perfectly coincided with helping the rehashing 

of tho ofiicial faction In ^rank's ‘oook. if I Imve no way of knowing who iTtr-lling^hTtreth 

L -o officials and every reason to believe Jorne^^ decidS’ 

Old^ n ^ ^ Bhould, ho is, by a quirk, exonerated on 

ortra^t^*^^* charges because ho can be tried for only tho offense for widoh he was 

voor. J‘^^‘*'®.^oeether, and there is more my mind for which I do not take 

your tine, xt is consistent wxth setting him up all over again. The Haquire article is aU 
those res^nrible for tho orlne need to inspire ttu;m to close his mouth permanently, as it 
tolerance by editors, especially of the eastern intuUectual oo;jaunity. 
racistsl^etS^* ^ ^ ^ ‘-attrely in the Innda of virulent 

you and ‘dlier for anytning you can do. hon't fear giving mu wliat seems 
tnvial, t is better to as sess each thing in context rather tlian deciding in advance thnt 
it xan t relevant. I know enough about this crime to know that considerable w*.alth was 

“dlor^JuTuce"^ ^ 

OJLXlwwZ^Ox^ p 

Harold Weisberg 



